
 

Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Educational Resource 

This resource complements the TR VR 360 virtual tour of the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site (trsite.org) in Buffalo, NY. Click here for 
access to all of Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site educational resources.  

 

 

Use and Copyright 
This and all of the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site educational resources are licensed under the Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) license. You 
are free to share and adapt the material for your purposes as long as you appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may not 
use the material for commercial purposes.  
 
We encourage educators to modify the resources for your own use to best meet the needs of your students. Follow these steps to create an editable version of this 
document:  

1. Make sure you are signed into a Google account when you are on the resource.  
2. Go to the "File" pull down menu in the upper left-hand corner and select "Make a Copy." This will give you a version of the document that you own and can modify.  

OR 
2. Go to the "File" pull down menu in the upper left-hand corner and select "Download" and choose the format you would like to work with the document in. 
Sometimes as a result of downloading and reopening the document formatting can change. 

 
 

 

Lesson  

Guiding 

Questions: 

Where was Theodore Roosevelt on September 6-14, 1901? 

Lesson 

Objectives: 
● Map where Theodore Roosevelt was on September 6-14, 1901.  

NYS 

Standards: 

4.6 WESTWARD MOVEMENT AND INDUSTRIALIZATION: New York State played an important role in the growth of the United States. During the 1800s, 
people traveled west looking for opportunities. Economic activities in New York State are varied and have changed over time, with improvements in 
transportation and technology.  
(Standards: 1, 3, 4; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, ECO, TECH) 

 

 

Editable Images 
The following images appear in this lesson and are presented here in an editable form for modification. After making a copy of this document, double-click on the 
image to modify it.  
 

https://www.trsite.org/
https://www.trsite.org/explore/educator-resources/lesson-plans
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


 

 
 

  

Works Cited 
The citations refer to images, videos, and text in this lesson. Source information that is not relevant to the lesson objective has been moved here to limit 
extraneous information.  

● Car vector created by studiogstock - www.freepik.com  
● Sources for September 6-10: https://www.shapell.org/manuscript/tr-mckinley-assassination/; https://www.adirondack.net/history/midnight-ride/ 
● TR Smiling Face. Image is in the public domain and courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 
● Photograph of driver, carriage, and horses from midnight ride: https://poststar.com/lifestyles/hometown/theodore-roosevelt-s-midnight-

ride/article_c7234e1a-d1d5-5256-bd84-ff8ae618b57b.html 
● Artist’s rendering of the midnight ride: https://thehistorybandits.com/2015/11/22/the-midnight-rough-rider-theodore-roosevelts-ascendance-down-mount-

marcy/ 

 

Vocabulary 
The following words and phrases appear in this lesson and may be a challenge for students to define.  

Word or Phrase Definition 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Instructional Suggestions 

Make this lesson your own. This resource is meant to be modified for your use considering your students’ needs, your style as an educator, and the context in 
which you teach. The suggestions below are only suggestions.  
 
Stations Activity 
Arrange the information below into stations that students visit as if they were visiting exhibits at a fair. Have students gather information as they move from 
station to station, discussing the graphic organizer questions as they go.  

 
 

https://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/car
http://www.freepik.com/
https://www.shapell.org/manuscript/tr-mckinley-assassination/
https://www.adirondack.net/history/midnight-ride/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Detail,_Theodore_Roosevelt_laughing_LCCN2010645494_(cropped).jpg
https://poststar.com/lifestyles/hometown/theodore-roosevelt-s-midnight-ride/article_c7234e1a-d1d5-5256-bd84-ff8ae618b57b.html
https://poststar.com/lifestyles/hometown/theodore-roosevelt-s-midnight-ride/article_c7234e1a-d1d5-5256-bd84-ff8ae618b57b.html
https://thehistorybandits.com/2015/11/22/the-midnight-rough-rider-theodore-roosevelts-ascendance-down-mount-marcy/
https://thehistorybandits.com/2015/11/22/the-midnight-rough-rider-theodore-roosevelts-ascendance-down-mount-marcy/


 
Online Webquest 
Ask students to examine the materials in this lesson, especially the videos online independently, then record the responses to their questions in the graphic 
organizer.  

 
  



 

Objective: 
Where was Theodore Roosevelt on September 6-14, 1901? 

● Map where Theodore Roosevelt was on September 6-14, 1901. 
 

Introduction 
➡Directions: Examine the map below and answer the multiple-choice questions on the right.  

 

1. A person would have to go __________ to travel 
from City A to City C.  

(1) North 
(2) East 
(3) South 
(4) West 

 
2. City D is __________ of City C.  

(1) North 
(2) East 
(3) South 
(4) West 

 
3. A person could get from City E to City C by traveling 
__________.  

(1) North 
(2) East 
(3) South 
(4) West 

 
4. City B is further __________ than City D.  

(1) North 
(2) East 
(3) South 
(4) West 
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Where was Theodore Roosevelt, September 6-14, 1901? 
➡Directions: Read through the description of Theodore Roosevelt’s movements from September 6- 14, 1901 and make a list of all the places he 

traveled.  

 
Theodore Roosevelt in military dress 

in 1898.  

September 6-10 
When President McKinley was shot on September 6, Vice President Theodore Roosevelt was at Isle La 
Motte, Vermont which is an island in Lake Champlain speaking at a lunch held by the Vermont Fish & 
Game League. When he was told what happened to the President, he left immediately for Buffalo. He left 
on a row boat that he took to a yacht [a large sailing ship] across the lake, then boarded a train for Buffalo 
where he arrived on September 7. 
 
He stayed in Buffalo until September 10. President McKinley appeared in good health on September 10, so 
Roosevelt left Buffalo because he thought McKinley would recover and to show the public that everything 
was going to be okay and that he would not need to take over as president. 

1. Identity all of the places Theodore Roosevelt was during September 6-10 and when he was in each 
place. 
 

September 10-13 
Leaving Buffalo, Vice President Roosevelt traveled back east by train to the Adirondacks, the largest 
mountain range in New York State, to join his family for a vacation at the Tahawus Club near Newcomb, 
NY.  
 
Theodore Roosevelt loved the outdoors and physical challenges so on September 13, he climbed the 
highest peak in New York State, Mount Marcy. On his way back down the mountain a local guide delivered 
a message to the Vice President telling him that President McKinley’s health was failing and that he 
should get back to Buffalo as soon as possible. Roosevelt decided to leave that night.  

2. Identity all of the places Theodore Roosevelt was during September 10-13 and when he was in each 
place. 

 

 

 

 



September 14 

 
An artist’s rendering of Roosevelt’s midnight ride.  

 
The driver, his carriage, and horses that participated in the 

midnight ride. 
 

 
Watch this video of Theodore Roosevelt telling the tale of his midnight ride through the Adirondacks.  

At midnight, Roosevelt and a driver took a carriage 35 miles from the Tahawus Club to the train station at North Creek. It was a dangerous ride 
through the darkness at night. Roosevelt held a lantern to light the way and told the driver to go as fast as he could. The trip normally took 7 hours in 
daylight, but the duo made it to North Creek in less than 5.  
 
Arriving at the train station, the Vice President learned that President McKinley died a few hours earlier. Roosevelt boarded a train and headed to 
Buffalo and arrived there later on September 14 to prepare for the inauguration, the ceremony that starts a new presidency.  
 
3. Identity all of the places Theodore Roosevelt was on September 14 and when he was in each place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://vimeo.com/crosswater/review/362403735/613df6781e


Show What You Know: Map Theodore Roosevelt’s Travels from September 6-14, 1901. 
➡Directions: Using the list of places and when Roosevelt was in each location, and a reference map or Google Maps, place a “Teddy Face” in each 

location and write in the date(s) he was there. You may not need to use all of the faces. 

 
Note to teachers: This activity can be done digitally using the map below, by cutting out the Teddy Faces on the next page and placing them on the blank map, or by having students 

draw on the blank map.  

 
  

Date(s):  

Date(s):  

Date(s):  

Date(s):  

Date(s):  

Date(s):  

Date(s):  

Date(s):  



Note to teachers: Use these Teddy Faces if cutting them out and placing them on a map.  

  

Date(s):  Date(s):  Date(s):  Date(s):  

Date(s):  Date(s):  Date(s):  Date(s):  



 


