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Coming To America
An Historical Perspective on Immigration

An Inquiry Design Model for Grade 4

Compelling Question

Were immigrants who came to the United States treated fairly and respectfully by the
government during Theodore Roosevelt’s presidency?

Supporting Questions

1. What types of crimes were immigrants being convicted of in New York State during
this time era?

2. What types of societal contributions were immigrant groups making to New York and
other areas during this time era?

3. What effects could boycotting specific immigrant groups have on an area’s economic
and cultural growth & development?



Immigration-Grade 4

By Buffalo City School District teachers Krista Caruso, Claire Szymkowiak, Laura Lazeration,

and Ann Opara

Compelling

Question

Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™

Were immigrants who came to the United States treated fairly and respectfully by the government
during Theodore Roosevelt’s presidency?

Standards and
Practices

-Comparison and Contextualization -Civic Participation

4.7 IMMIGRATION AND MIGRATION FROM THE EARLY 1800S TO THE PRESENT: Many people have
immigrated and migrated to New York State, contributing to its cultural growth and development.

-Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence -Chronological Reasoning and Causation

Listen to or read aloud the lyrics of the song “Don’t Bite The Hand That Feeds You” Leo Fiest, New York
1915 and brainstorm the theme or message of the song

Staging the
Question Source A: https://www.loc.gov/resource/ihas.100007833.0/?sp=3
In Appendix 1
Supporting Supporting Supporting
Question 1 Question 2 Question 3

What types of crimes were immigrants
being convicted of in New York State
during this time era?

What types of societal contributions were
immigrant groups making to New York
and other areas during this time era?

What effects could boycotting specific
immigrant groups have on an area’s
economic and cultural growth &
development?

Formative

Performance Task

Formative

Performance Task

Formative

Performance Task

Analyze the sources and answer the
following questions:

1. What was the only crime that Chinese
people in Buffalo had been charged with,
to the reporter’s knowledge?

2. Why do you think the reporter in
Source A felt smuggling was a “violation
of the technical but not moral law?”

3. What can you infer about the U.S.

Analyze the sources and write a
paragraph describing the types of
societal contributions immigrants made
during this time period.

Make a claim with evidence as to why
the US Government created boycotts
against certain ethnic groups
represented by immigrants.



https://www.loc.gov/resource/ihas.100007833.0/?sp=3

government’s treatment of the Chinese?

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

Source A: “Buffalo’s Chinese Residents,”
Buffalo Times January 18, 1902

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.g
ov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/
occurrence id/1253

In Appendix 2

Source B: Letter from the Buffalo New
York Chinese Inspector in Charge

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.g
ov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/
occurrence _id/1246

In Appendix 3

Source C: Chinese smuggling into US via
Canada

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed
.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Sho

w/occurrence id/1248

In Appendix 4

Source A: Italian Marble Workers

http://www.rochesterhistorical.org/ind

ustry/mining/verde-antique-marble/

In Appendix 5

Source B: Chinese Businessmen

Grocery Store, Merchant Association,
Restaurant

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.

Source A: Japanese/Chinese Boycott

http://digitalcollections.archives.nyse
d.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/S
how/occurrence id/1267

In Appendix 9

Source B: Chinese Must GO!

http://digitalcollections.archives.nys

ed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrenc

gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Sho

e/Show/occurrence id/1264

w/occurrence id/1249

In Appendix 6

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.

gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Sho

w/occurrence id/1252

In Appendix 7

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.

gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Sho
w/occurrence id/1251

In Appendix 8

In Appendix 10

Source C: Placing the blame on
immigrants

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.

3805739/

In Appendix 11

Source D: Restricting Immigration
Immigration Acts of 1900s

http://www.emmigration.info/us-

immigration-laws-1900's.htm

see website

ARGUMENT: Were immigrants who came to the United States treated fairly and

Argument | respectfully by the government during Theodore Roosevelt’s presidency? Construct an
Summative argument supported with evidence that addresses the aforementioned question.
Performance Task
Extensi EXTENSION: Participate in a class discussion about whether or not immigrants are treated
xtension

fairly and respectfully by the government in today’s world.
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UNDERSTAND: Identify aprominent immigrant group in the local community or region.

L EAlie e B8 ASSESS: Research and assess the experiences and governmental treatments of the selected immigrant
Action group.

ACT: Use the research to create a digital information session for children emigrating to their community.




Appendix 1

Don't Bite The Hand Thats Feeding You

Music by
JIMMIE MORGAN
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Appendix 2

Glossary

Acquitted: Having been found innocent of a crime.

Moral: Relating to an understanding of right and wrong behavior.
Over-zealous: Too enthusiastic or too eager.

Self-supporting: Able to survive on their own, able to work and earn money.
Smuggling: To export or import illegally by taking secretly.

Violation: The breaking of a law or agreement.

From New York State Archives at
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurren
ce/Show/occurrence id/1253 . Originally from Buffalo Times, 1902.
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Appendix 3

; o
UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION SERVICE,

Ofrice of Chinese Inspector.

Porr of Buffalo, N.Y.
‘ : October 5, I903.
Mr. F. W. Berkshire.
Chinese Ihaﬁeotor in Charge.
r Brookly;n, N.Y'.

Sir:

I returned to the office this morning , after a short va-
cation. Your letter of the 3rd instant awaited my return,

I have talked with some of the inspectors since my return
and we have two theories as to whose men they are whom you caught
at Weehawken on the 2nd. If they are Roths' men, it may be difficult
to identify them. Two of the inspectors saw several Chinamen at Ft.
Erie in a certain house, but saw them from the opposite side of the
street from the house. One of these men was a very large, heavy man
and the inspectors think that they might be able to identify anoth-
er ongof the men who were in the house. Another theory is that the
men you have may have been brought down by "Kid West"., If 80, one
of our inspectors can identify them all as he came down on the train
with them in Canada and sat very close to them. There were two boys
in this lot of twelve, well dressed, knickerbocker breechers, one
wearing a 1little light cap and the other wearing a black Fedora hat.
Another one of the lot wore a watch and chain. Two wore mixed suits
and the others had dark clothes. Nearly all of them wore Fedora hsts..

I trustithatcthenabove dnfor
can assist you in any way, @’1/'
Respectfully

Cnay-bd of .service to you. If we

nspector in Charge.



Glossary

“Kid™ West: A white man suspected of smuggling Chinese into the Buffalo area in the early 1900s.
Fedora hat: A man's hat with a wide brim.

Knickerbocker breechers: Loose-fitting pants that were gathered at the knees.

Lot of twelve: Group of twelve

From New York State Archives at
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurren

ce/Show/occu

Originally from letter from the Buffalo, NY Chinese inspector In Charge,
1903.


http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occu
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Appendix 4
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Glossary

Contraband: Smuggled property, something prohibited by law.

Flourishing: Being very successful, booming.

In league: Waorking with.

Plying: Working at, keeping busy.

Underground: This refers not to something underneath the ground, but something done in secret. usually against the law.
Vigilance: A state of being watchful, alert.

From New York State Archives at

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurren
ce/Show/occurrence id/1248

Originally from the Buffalo Express, 1904.


http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1248
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1248

Appendix 5 — Some immigrants, like Italian marble workers, came to the

U.S. with highly sought and valuable skills.




From Rochester, VT Historical Society at:

www.rochesterhistorical.org/industry/mining/verde-antique-marble/



http://www.rochesterhistorical.org/industry/mining/verde-antique-marble/

Appendix 6 Chinese Grocery Store

CHINESE GROCERY STORE, RUNBY HOP CAONG WAl




From New York State Archives at

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurren
ce/Show/occurrence id/1249

Originally from the Buffalo Times, 1902.


http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1249
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1249

Appendix 7 Chinese Merchant’s Association
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From New York State Archives at

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurren
ce/Show/occurrence id/1252#

Originally from the Buffalo Times, 1930


http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1252
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1252

Appendix 8 Chinese Restaurant




From New York State Archives at

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurren
ce/Show/occurrence id/1251

Originally from the Buffalo Times, 1902.


http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1251
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1251

Appendix 9
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Glossary

Asiatic: Originating from Asia.

Boycott: Refusal to do business with or participate in a specific transaction.
Retrogression: A state of having moved backwards.

From New York State Archives at

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurren
ce/Show/occurrence id/1267

Originally from labor union flyer, Montana, 1898.


http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1267
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Appendix 10
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From New York State Archives at

http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurren
ce/Show/occurrence id/1264

Originally from lithograph, California, 1878.


http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1264
http://digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/Occurrence/Show/occurrence_id/1264

“Where the Blame Lies”

Appendix 11
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Caption reads:

Judge (to Uncle Sam): "If Immigration was properly Restricted you
would no longer be troubled with Anarchy, Socialism, the Mafia and
such kindred evils!"

From Library of Congress at:

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3g05739/

Originally from Judge magazine, 1891.


https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3g05739/

