
 

Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Educational 
Resource 

This resource complements the TR VR 360 virtual tour of the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural 
Site (trsite.org) in Buffalo, NY. Click here for access to all of Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site 
educational resources.  

 

 

Use and Copyright 
This and all of the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site educational resources are licensed under the Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) license. You are free to share and adapt the material for your 
purposes as long as you appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may 
not use the material for commercial purposes.  
 
We encourage educators to modify the resources for your own use to best meet the needs of your students. Follow 
these steps to create an editable version of this document:  

1. Make sure you are signed into a Google account when you are on the resource.  
2. Go to the "File" pull down menu in the upper left-hand corner and select "Make a Copy." This will give you a 
version of the document that you own and can modify.  

OR 
2. Go to the "File" pull down menu in the upper left-hand corner and select "Download" and choose the format 
you would like to work with the document in. Sometimes as a result of downloading and reopening the 
document formatting can change. 

 
 

 

Lesson  

Guiding 

Questions: 

How were President McKinley and President Roosevelt’s inaugurations similar? How 

were they different? 

Lesson 

Objectives: 
● Compare the inaugurations of President McKinley and President Roosevelt.  

NYS 

Standards: 

4.6 WESTWARD MOVEMENT AND INDUSTRIALIZATION: New York State played an important role in 
the growth of the United States. During the 1800s, people traveled west looking for opportunities. 
Economic activities in New York State are varied and have changed over time, with improvements in 
transportation and technology.  
(Standards: 1, 3, 4; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, ECO, TECH) 

 

 

 

Editable Images 
The following images appear in this lesson and are presented here in an editable form for modification. After making a 
copy of this document, double-click on the image to modify it.  

  

Play Icon  

 

Works Cited 
The citations refer to images, videos, and text in this lesson. Source information that is not relevant to the lesson 
objective has been moved here to limit extraneous information.  

● Car vector created by studiogstock - www.freepik.com  
● A birds-eye view of the Pan-American Exposition. Image is in the public domain and courtesy of Wikimedia 

Commons. 
● Inauguration Photo Closeup. Image is in the public domain and courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 
● Inauguration Photo. Image is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license. 
● Sketch of TR’s Inauguration. Image is in the public domain and courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.  
● McKinley's second inauguration, McKinley making a speech to a crowd in the foreground; U.S. Capitol in 

background. Image is in the public domain and courtesy of the Library of Congress.  
● Flickr - USCapitol - Inauguration of President William McKinley.jpg. Image is in the public domain and courtesy of 

 
  

https://www.trsite.org/
https://www.trsite.org/explore/educator-resources/lesson-plans
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/car
http://www.freepik.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pan-American_Exposition,_Buffalo,_1901.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_President_Barack_Obama_taking_his_Oath_of_Office_-_2009Jan20.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Inauguration-01-20-2009.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/deed.en
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TR_Inaugurationsketch.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3a23811/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flickr_-_USCapitol_-_Inauguration_of_President_William_McKinley.jpg


Wikimedia Commons.  
● Apple Picture- Image is licensed under the Attribution 2.0 Generic (CC BY 2.0) license. 
● Orange Picture- Image is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license. 

 

Vocabulary 
The following words and phrases appear in this lesson and may be a challenge for students to define.  

Word or Phrase Definition 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Instructional Suggestions 

Make this lesson your own. This resource is meant to be modified for your use considering your students’ needs, your 
style as an educator, and the context in which you teach. The suggestions below are only suggestions.  
 
Reference Maps 
Allow students to use reference maps to complete the “Show What You Know” activity. Consider using Google Maps as a 
reference for students as it is the modern standard. 
 
Map Activity Variations 
Depending on the technology available, students can paste the TR faces on the blank map manually, or, by double clicking 
on the Google Drawing provided, can move the TR faces onto the map digitally. 

  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/applesnpearsau/12197659796
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Orange-Whole-%26-Split.jpg


 

Objective: 

How were President McKinley and President Roosevelt’s inaugurations 

similar? How were they different? 
● Compare the inaugurations of President McKinley and President Roosevelt.  

Introduction 

➡Directions: Examine the images below and then use the Venn Diagram to take notes on the 
characteristics of apples and oranges. Place notes about similarities in the middle and differences on 
either side.   

  

 

  

Oranges Apples 



What is an inauguration?  
Inauguration means the beginning, or the start of something. In the United States, the 

ceremony that starts the first day of a president’s time in office is also called the 

inauguration. During the inauguration, the new president accepts the position by 

saying the oath of office. The oath of office is a promise that the president makes to 

the country to do their best and to defend the government.  
 

 
A modern-day inauguration from January 2009.  

 
President Barack Obama taking the Oath of Office at his 

inauguration in 2009. 

The Oath of Office 
 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 

will faithfully execute the Office of 

President of the United States, and will 

to the best of my ability, preserve, 

protect and defend the Constitution of 

the United States. 

 

How were President McKinley and President Roosevelt’s 



inaugurations similar? How were they different? 
 

In 1901, there were two Presidential inaugurations. The first was for President William 

McKinley on March 4, 1901. The second, was for President Theodore Roosevelt on 

September 14, 1901 after President McKinley died. 
 

➡Directions: Examine the images and watch the videos about each president’s inauguration, then 
use the Venn Diagram below to take notes on the characteristics of President McKinley’s and 
President Roosevelt’s Inaugurations in 1901. Place notes about how that ceremonies were similar in 
the middle and the differences on either side.  

 

 
 

 

 

  

President Roosevelt’s 
Inauguration, 1901 

President McKinley’s 
Inauguration, 1901 



President William McKinley’s 

Second Inauguration 
 

Date: March 4, 1901 

Location: Washington, D.C; in front of 

the United States Capitol  

 

 

Watch these silent 
videos of President 
William McKinley’s 
second inauguration 
(Video 1, Video 2). 

 

 

 
Photograph of President William McKinley’s second 

inauguration, March 4, 1901.  

 
Photograph of President William McKinley’s second inauguration, March 4, 1901.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IO5AzG36MQI
https://www.loc.gov/item/00694336/


President Theodore Roosevelt’s Second Inauguration 
Date: September 14, 1901 

Location: Buffalo, NY, Ansley Wilcox House 

 
Watch this reenactment of President Theodore Roosevelt’s inauguration. 

 

 
Sketch of Theodore Roosevelt’s inauguration.  

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IO5AzG36MQI


Show What You Know: Newspaper Report 

You are a newspaper reporter who reports on the President. You attended President McKinley’s 

inauguration in Washington, DC in 1901 and were present for President Theodore Roosevelt’s 

inauguration in Buffalo. Write a newspaper article describing Roosevelt’s inauguration and comparing 

it to what you saw earlier that year in Washington DC. 

Be sure to: 

● Describe President McKinley’s second inauguration. 

● Describe President Roosevelt’s inauguration. 

● Identify the similarities between the two inaugurations. 

● Identify the differences between the two inaugurations. 
 

 

THE DAILY NEWS 
September 15, 1901 

Two Inaugurations in One Year!  
McKinley and Roosevelt’s Inaugurations from a reporter who saw them both 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


